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What are the differences in intellectual 
climate and tradition in a university that 
affect the open-mindedness with which its 
members view unorthodox, highly dis- 
puted claims such as those of parapsy- 
chology? There are numbers of colleges 
and universities that have taken some 
part, even if only on the discussion level, 
in the psi investigations, but one, more 
than any of the others, has shown an 
exceptionally objective attitude toward 
these inquiries. We have in mind Yale 
University where in at least a half-dozen 
aveas of action there is evidence of an 
unusually tolerant consideration of the 
psi investigations. Whatever the secret 
is, it has significance that goes far beyond 
the boundaries of any one field of study 
such as ours. 

Readers of the Journal of Parapsy- 
chology will recall the recent report by 
Remi Cadoret of his studies of the 
effect of certain drugs on ESP ability. 
Dr. Cadoret’s work was done in the lab- 
oratory of Dr. H. S. Burr, Professor of 
Anatomy in the Yale Medical School, and 
was submitted as a doctoral dissertation. 
This was the first medical thesis based on 
an experimental investigation of ESP to 
have been accepted for a Ph.D. degree. 
And now there has recently come into 
our hands an experimental report which 
represents another departure. This is a 
study in extrasensory perception carried 
out by Deane W. Ferm when he was 
a graduate student at the Yale Divinity 
School. The report was a year paper in 
a course on the Psychology of Religion 
under Dr. Hugh Hartshorne and Dr. 
Julian Hartt. If this introduction into 
the Divinity School of the methods of 
experimental inquiry should be followed by 
other investigations, as we have some in- 
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dication it will, it could be a significant 
event for religion as well as for para- 
psychology. We shall come back to the 
Rev. Dr, Ferm’s work further on. 

Another “first” may be credited to the 
Yale University Press (Mr. Eugene 
Davidson, Director), for their series of 
books on parapsychology, boldly under- 
taken as a matter of policy a few years 
ago. They have al~eady published Whate- 
ly Carington’s Matter, Mind, and Mean- 
ing (in 1949) and are now about to bring 
out Bateman and Soal’s Modern E-xperi- 
ments in Telepathy. It would not be 
stretching terms too far to say that the 
series actually began with the scholarly 
and interesting work on Swedenborg 
(Emanuel Swedenhborg, Scientist and 
Mystic) by Signe Toksvig in 1948, for it 
was the publication of this book which 
initiated the sequence. 

Those who decide such matters at 
Yale are willing not only to publish, but 
to listen to and discuss, the findings as 
well. Yale was one of the four Ameri- 
can universities to invite Dr. S. G. Soal 
to lecture on his researches when he 
visited Duke University as a Fulbright 
scholar three years ago. And last year 
Dr. J. B. Rhine was invited to lecture 
and conduct a discussion before the grad- 
uate students’ colloquium of the Depart- 
ment of Psychology. 

There is no more convincing criterion 
of broadmindedness in university leader- 
ship than the readiness of its membership 
to speak out for a fair hearing on the 
evidence for new discoveries. More dis- 
tinguished men from the Yale community 
have broken a lance for parapsychology 
—or have at least fearlessly expressed a 
scientific interest in the questions raised 
—than from any other intellectual center 
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on this side of the Atlantic. The zo- 
ologist Prof. G. E. Hutchinson has writ- 
ten on the subject in his column, “Margi- 
nalia,” in the American Scientist and has 
republished some of his writings in his 
recent book, The Itinerant Ivory Tower 
(Yale Univ. Press). He has also written 
an introduction for the Bateman and 
Soal book already mentioned. Prof. 
Henry Margenau, the physicist and phi- 
losopher, has taken notice of the subject, 
especially in his lectures delivered under 
the auspices of the Foundation for In- 
tegrated Education (see Main Currents, 
Vol. 8, No. 4). Prof. E. W. Sinnott, 
former chairman of the Department of 
Botany and now Dean of the Graduate 
School, has introduced the research in 
ESP into his two most recent books, 
Cell and Psyche (Univ. of Chicago 
Press) and Two Roads to Truth (Viking 
Press). Among former staff members 
there are several other men of eminence 
who, in their time, took a more or less 
outspoken interest in the field, among 
them the anthropologist Prof. Ralph 
Linton and the economist Prof. Irving 
Fisher. 

With regard to the general attitude of 
Yale’s psychologists, it can be said that 
when the graduate students wanted to 
learn something about parapsychology 
from Dr. Rhine, at least no one on the 
staff interfered and they all attended. 
However, the particular case of Dr. Fred 
Sheffield of the Yale psychology staff was 
different. It will be recalled that 
in 1952 Sheffield sponsored some work by 
an undergraduate student, Mr. Robert 
Kaufmann, which was reported at the 
meeting of the Eastern Psychological As- 
sociation. The research was represented 
to be a repetition of the Duke University 
experiments on dice throwing. The re- 
port implied that the experiments at Duke 
and elsewhere on PK (and even those on 
ESP) were probably due to recording 
errors and that the Duke subjects them- 
selves did all the recording without check- 
ing or safeguarding. 

Rhine pointed out that the Kauf- 
mann-Sheffield work was not a repetition 
but a caricature and he challenged Shef- 


field to discuss the matter in public debate 
either at Yale or at Duke. Sheffield re- 
fused. He did, however, agree to 
Rhine’s alternate request that he present 
the findings to the Journal of Parapsy- 
chology, in which a critical reply would 
follow. He failed to carry out ns prom- 
ise; and after two years have passed, 
there the matter stands. If it can be 
said that it is better to do any kind of 
research on psi than none at all, then even 
this Kaufmann-Sheffield study can be 
credited to Yale. 


Since it is not likely that the new re- 
search by Ferm, mentioned above, will be 
given independent publication, a short 
review of it can appropriately be given 
here. The experiment consisted of a 
series of ESP tests carried out during 
February and March of 1953 while Ferm 
was doing graduate work at Yale. Most 
of the tests took place in New Haven, 
either in Ferm’s or the subjects’ homes 
or at the Divinity School. The experi- 
menters were Ferm and his wife, except 
for two experimental sessions when two 
other married couples were in charge. 
There were 30 subjects, mostly graduate 
students and their wives, who were se- 
lected because they showed a definite 
interest in the experiments. No subjects 
were taken who felt that the experiments 
were all nonsense, but some were in- 
cluded who, though doubtful, were defi- 
nitely interested and were willing to take 
the tests. 

Before each session began, the experi- 
menter prepared the card decks with the 
order of symbols based on random num- 
ber tables. Since this was an exploratory 
experiment, the conditions were informal. 
The subject was in the same room with 
the experimenter, who tried to keep the 
general atmosphere as free and interest- 
ing as possible. Usually the subject sat 
with his back turned; in a few cases he 
stood looking out the window or was 
lying down. Ferm said he watched care- 
fully for signs of cheating and found 
none. 

The tests were clairvoyance and, oc- 
casionally, GESP; that is, the experi- 


menter did not usually look at the card 
the subject was trying to guess, but when 
the subject was doing poorly or when he 
requested varying conditions, the experi- 
menter would look at the cards as they 
were being called. In the preliminary 
tests the subject was sometimes allowed 
to look at the backs of the cards. 

When the data were checked, the 300 
runs gave scores that were positive but 
not significant (58 hits more than would 
be expected by “chance”). It had been 
decided ahead of time, however, that 
those individual subjects who attained 
63 hits out of 250 trials (the odds in this 
case are 20 to 1) would be retested. 
‘here were three, and their scores were 
63, 70, and 113. The 113 is an average 
of 11.3 hits per 25. A score as high as 
this would occur by chance only once in 
more than a billion billion such series. 

A second experiment was run on these 
subjects, therefore, and this time they 
scored 48, 44, and 100. Even though two 
scores were below chance, the score for 
the group was statistically significant. 
The same subject who scored the 113 
scored the 100, an average of 10 hits per 


run of 25, which would be expected by 
chance only once in more than 100 bil- 


lion such series. This subject was tested 
by Mrs. Ferm on both occasions. She sat 
for most of the runs in an easy chair 
about 10 feet from the experimenter with 
her eyes closed and her back partly turned 
away, calling the cards at a rapid rate. 
Duriug the retest series, she was never 
allowed to see the backs of the cards. 
Ferm is planning to continue his experi- 
ments with this subject. 


Does not this review of the activities 
in parapsychology at Yale justify us at 
least in asking whether there is not some 
unusually active spirit of tolerance operat- 
ing in the Yale environment, one that is 
not confined to a single department or 
group but perhaps is interwoven with 
the tradition and the pattern of intel- 
lectual life? What a priceless heritage 
it is for the young student at Yale or 
anywhere else to be able to enjoy the 
freedom to let his inquiring mind explore, 


and to work where he will be given every 
help in seeking out the truth of any new 
and revolutionary hypothesis, discovery, 
or even mistaken idea that may come 
along if it adequately engages his interest. 


ESP in the A.A.A.S. Journals. 


Whereas critical discussions of ESP 
used to be largely devoted to the question 
of whether ESP occurs or not, they have 
now come almost entirely to deal with the 
question of how the results should be 
interpreted. This change in attitude is 
apparent in the July Scientific Monthly, 
which has given first place to an article 
on ESP by Roland Walker of Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. It is entitled “Para- 
psychology and Dualism.” Dr. Walker 
assumes the phenomena of ESP to be 
valid and devotes his discussion solely 
to the philosophical interpretation of 
them. 

The earlier point of view recurs in an 
article in the July 23 number of Science 
(which is under the same editorship as 
the Scientific Monthly) : “A Methodologi- 
cal Refinement in the Study of ‘ESP,’ 
and Negative Findings” by Kendon Smith 
and Harry J. Canon. This article reports 
the results of ESP tests given to 460 
college students, with only chance results. 
It is implied that the experimental design 
was superior, particularly in the prepara- 
tion of the targets, to that of other ESP 
experiments which have given positive 
results. 

The subject was to make a simple ESP 
choice by blacking in either the left or 
right square in each of 25 pairs of 
squares. Actually the subject was de- 
ceived because the target sheet was 
blacked in with its 25 squares all the 
same, either all left or all right. In ad- 
dition to this psychological trick there 
were other disqualifying features in the 
design. This article deserves attention 
mainly for the logic that is implied: that 
a failure to find evidence of ESP has 
some significant bearing on the general 
question of whether or not ESP occurs. 
It should be obvious that there are so 
many wrong ways of doing an experiment 
and so many as-yet-uncontrolled variables 
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in an ESP test that such a failure means 
little except that this was not the way to 
go about the inquiry. 


General News 


The Parapsychology Foundation has 
given several new scholarships for re- 
search in parapsychology. One of these 
is an extension of the grant to Ronald 
Rose, a graduate student in psychology at 
Queensland University in Brisbane, for 
continuation of the work which he and 
his wife have been doing with the Aus- 
tralian aborigines. Another was a grant 
' to William G. Roll, chiefly for work on 
ESP and hypnosis. Mr. Roll will carry 
on his research at Oxford University. 
Two-year grants were given also to Betty 
M. Humphrey and Fraser Nicol for 
further research on personality traits as 
related to ESP. Dr. Humphrey and Mr. 
Nicol will work in the Boston area. 

Assistance from the Foundation is 
making it possible for G. L. Mangan, a 
New Zealander, to come to the United 
States this fall for a year’s study at the 
Parapsychology Laboratory at Duke. Dr. 
Mangan studied at the Universities of 
New Zealand and Melbourne and re- 
ceived his Ph.D. in psychology from the 
University of London. 

Another grant was made to James C. 
Crumbaugh, psychologist of Memphis 
State College, for two months’ work at 
the Parapsychology Laboratory. Dr. 
Crumbaugh has used the grant this sum- 
mer to study methods of experimentation 
and to do further work on his investiga- 
tion of the relation between the subject’s 
ESP results and the personality of the 
experimenter. 


T. F. Hall has been appointed to fill 
the Perrott Studentship for the coming 
year. The studentship was established 
by Frank Duerdin Perrott at Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge University, in 1939 as a 
memorial to F. W. H. Myers. It enables 
the holder to devote a considerable part 
of his time for one year to the investiga- 
tion of a problem in psychical research. 


A schedule of the addresses at the 
September meetings of the American 
Psychological Association in New York 
City includes a transcription of a paper 
(“Introduction to Parapsychology”) by 
Gardner Murphy. 


Books and Magazines 


An important addition which has just 
been made to the literature on parapsy- 
chology—especially the earlier, pre-ex- 
perimental phase of parapsychology—is 
a new edition of F. W. H. Myers’ Human 
Personality and Its Survival of Bodily 
Death, published by Longmans Green. 
The book is in its original form except 
for the addition of an introduction by 
Gardner Murphy which helps the reader 
of today to appreciate the historical set- 
ting of the book, the part it has played in 
the development of the field, and the place 
it occupies today in the literature. 

Distinctly in the Myers tradition is 
another volume that is likewise a reprint- 
ing: Apparitions by G. N. M. Tyrrell, 
published in a new edition by Duckworth 
of London. The substance of this book 
first appeared as a Myers Memorial Lec- 
ture to the S.R.R. The new printing is 
substantially the same as the earlier one 
except for the important addition of a 
preface by H. H. Price of Oxford. Prof. 
Price gives a highly appreciative estimate 
of Tyrrell’s contribution to the study of 
apparitions and a clarifying synopsis of 
the main points of his theory. 


George Zorab, who has played an im- 
portant role in the Dutch S.P.R. and the 
Utrecht Conference, has published a book 
on precognition in the Dutch language: 
Proscopie (Leopolds, The Hague). It 
summarizes the evidence from case 
studies as well as from controlled experi- 
ments and ends with a chapter on hy- 
potheses and a discussion of the relation 
of precognition to freedom of the will. 
This is a pioneer volume and it is hoped 
that there will be an English edition. 


The Pararsycnorocy Buiretin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the editor. 


